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D. 
In 'l."'lC..'\V of this principle that women should be obligated to perform 
fllitzyot, even mitzyot she-ha-z'man gerama, which commemorate a historic 
event in which they were participants, we might now ask: should this. not 
serve as a basis of obligation for mitzyot other than the three mentioned by 
R. Y ehoshua b. Levi? The Ba'alei Tosafot, in fact, ask just this question and 
offer two answers: 

1"10 - . 1 :"'?'l� m!lD'ln 

- 0):1 1n1!':::! 1':1 1:1 t')�lll 

?t>� 01j?J Ulll' y�n 7:>Rn 7:n Ut0'1V 7J"1 Klllji':1 ,.., :1�7 :;"'IOji� lll' ;"Jl� ':U .... 
'* ! "O:J:"' ln1�J 1'=-!. 1:-i''lll CVtl� ;,•? v1!l'n ?11:1'lll:l 

.�!Oi'';"'� 1�7 '� ,jJJ"'11� N'i�.N:l''nl:l !':? K�'lJtl 'N:1 tJ11l7�1 7"'1 
ln1 1"t:: 1"tl1 ;i110 ;'l,'tl� 0,1l�Pi'J7 iill71 Np'io1 f,'/'1 oorytli1,, W'K =,01' 1J'J,1 

.(Kp7o ;,"1 ::..?::1 O'MO�) l',:mJ 17N j?'1::> '':>"TJ Il1J10:-J 

Some background information is in .ordet. PriJlta fode, women should be 
exempt from the tnitzyah of eating matzah on the night of the fifteenth of 
Nisan since it is a mitzyat aseh she-ha-z'man ge:ama. How.ever, the Gema.ra 
reports a tradition that links the mitzyah of eating matzah with the 
prohibition of eating chame"-'> to the effect that whoever is ·subject to the 
latter is also bound by the former: 

,:N7ll: • :l7.:1 - c•nc!:l 
, Y7:in 1'737 7JKil N7" 11:lX)tll ,:1'1ln i::l1 ;,�� n?'JNJ m�,�n 0'\Vl :,tl1'?N 'J1 17:1!'\1 
o,pJ UW' ,f].)n ?�xn 'i:JJ mrto �;:, - (l:To O'IJi) "m�ZJ ,,,� 7;:,xn c�b� IWJIL' 

G! ;"J:::l� 71:>K t:J1P:J pw• , f?:JM 7::>�-tn 'iJ:J lltl7'1 ?•N1:1 , '1V J ');,, .0�ZJ ?t:JN 

6 It is appropriate to cite here the analogous ttaclition with regard to the mitzyot of 
Shabbat, since it is the basis for the weekly obligation ofvmmen to ful.fill the mitzyat meh 
she-ha-z'maJt gerama of "Zachor eJ yom haShabbat le-kadsho ": 

(:::� mYl:!W :mv;:n) :::l m:n:::1 

.:1,111 iJi 01':1 VJlijiJ n1J"n t:PI!ll ;;-J:J:tl< i:ll(il\ :li il':lK 

! Tlli1tl!J O'VJJ WJil ]�T;;lll :tlllll Tnlel':l 'il:Jl .�1;1 �t.rn l1::TilW :'11/lli nl:!lr.: ?'NIJK 
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G. 

The stage is now set for the chiddu.rh of Rav Moshe Soloveichik, as reported 
by both the Rav zt"l and Rav Aharon Solov-eichik �"L 

Rav Moshe offered a third answer to the question of the Ba'tzlei To.safot in 
Megillah 4a. The reason "o/ hen .. .'' cannot replace "feb/ she-yeshno ... " 

as the 
basis for obligating women to eat matzah is a function of t:he. intrinsic nature 
of ''aj hen." It is based on the notion that whoever experienced the original 
miracle should actively share in its rimal re-creation. lt thus was intended to 

apply only to those mitzyot that aim to .. re-crcate
. 
�n)?iS,t?ric e..1Cperience and 

thereby to publicize it (pirsum ha-nts), rather than merely to conunernorate 
it. 

In Chapter 3, we discussed the difference between mitzpot in which the 
ma'a.reh (pe'ulah) is sufficient to attain the fullkljyum, and mitzyot that require 
for their kryyum a dimension of emotional or intellectual experience beyond 
the physical ma'aseb (pt'uiah). We saw, for example: 

.n:> ;'!Jtv;, w�., 

1:11N:J:ltv :'lZiK :1"1 "11:R •• ?W:� 1�:J-' .��'- :1:lt� 'JK1 1N':l:l :'7N17:lTVi il1:l�7 :1''7 1rl7tv 

•••• ?:>N Nill ,KJ?.)n1 1bN :-J�b 71:>K ... l:l''Oi:J 

The ingestion of maizab per se, without any reference to a context outside 
of that physical act, is sufficient to comply V�r:ith the tltit':{!Mh d'oraita of "ba

erev tochiu matzot' (Shemot 12:18). ln the Rav's formulation, the ma'aseb ha

miiif!ab and the kfyyum ha-mitzyah are one and the same. 

Tiris is so even though the mitzyah to eat matzah is clearly intended to 
evoke historic associations of the slavery in Egypt and of our subsequent 
redemption. 

:m,i--.Ttlii .c'no� iiJtvb 
1?N1 , m:::nn 'i' �::::t' N? no;:::t 1?N z:J'I:J1 ;"JiV'iV lb� M?itl '" .,�,� ;,•:1 '�'?Z)l 1�1 

:1;'1 
... 111�1 :ilt?:l no:> 

11'('�1;'1 itvN p�:m nl'\ 1:>M'1" 11;)1\Jtv] ,LJ'1:lt1:>b u•m::a� 1?KlJW 01:0 ?)] - ;'i�b ... 
[('J?::l' n1Z)tv) '' .... o�i�bi:J 
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On the other hand, we indicated that doled kosot is .. one of those mit'-?}Jot, 

like shofar, in which th1:: cl:!vsical ��-Q?$l�.b�-��c_9_gt���.�-�H�X.P���-�� 
S.9.P.I?%l.ent. Thus: 

:nv o•no!:l 

.;"';J' 01:l m•m ,,, 7;,::J t(:l''L' l'iX ,;;;1 mo1:> :-r'l1:Ji� :'nm:llV i?.:IN :''!11;"1' ::11 iljN 

.... Kl' -nm� n:J::J 7Knlll ,Nlt'- •n 7Kl1!V 

.Ni' N'i n11'n ''r ,Kl' 1" '7' :NJ1 i?.:IN .l-ilt' - 'n 1Nl1lll 

'"101 

.mo1:> :W:JiX ;,nww -Klt' p• ,,, 

.;'l?:J''i!V :11ir.l 1T 7'K ir.l1'7:J - N!' N? nli'n '1' 

It is not sufficient just to be mindful of the historic backdrop of this 
mit{pah as one performs it. The individual must experience a sense of... . 
freedom, must re-experience the release from bondage and the feeling of 
independence in order to fully comply with the m£�a.b of daled kosot. The 
kiJyum and the pirsum ha-nes are expressed through this experience. 

Rav Moshe Soloveichik explained that this particular requirement of 
p£rsum ha-nes is true only of the three mitzyot to which Chazal applied the 
principle of "af hen hf!}u be-oto ha-ne.r." 

It is noteworthy in this connection that Tosafot Stikkah 38a, which we 

cited earlier, distinguishes Halle/ on Pesach at the Seder from Hallel on 
Sukkot and Shavu'ot: 

.r:? ;,:nc m!lom 

01tvi':l Ni':l!7�1 nii:S1i p1 mJ101 ?'i:-ri'J :111�!:1 :110N7 lKJ :li'?:JIZ?i'J - ;"J!£'N1 i:lll ;'!';"!'Ill 'i'J 

.K';"I �"U ll;)T;Ttv ;"11ii':li 

,111o1J '1::1 ':l"n?-11 (.np 111) o'no� 'J1.ll j?1:>J llt':Jilli'J c'no� ,..,,..,, ??:141 l1137N 

OJ;"! ?�1 nO!ii ??;,.�.!!� ,;'11lK1 ?�;, tl;"l''l1 ii'Jl'i '1J K'iN 11101:1 '11lj?'l1 N? Xi'Jl1Ci':l1 

• 111'.:)N Ol:l ?:11 K? lK:J 'i::lN - OJ;"l lnlK::l 1';"1 1;"1 t'}Nl - NJ 

Our understanding of the second half of this Tosafot is enhanced gready 
by Rav Moshe's insight. Every recitation of HaUel throughout the year is, 
after all, an e.."q'ression of our gratitude and praise for God's miraculous 
.intervention in history on our behalf. The difference is that on Sukkot and 
Shavu'ot (as well as on Chanukah) we are mindful of the historic 
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RABBI JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK 

background· that prompted its recitation; there is no expectation, however, 

that we should ti:y to re-experience the miracle and to thereby publicize it. 
Only during the recitation of Hal/el at the Seder, in conjooction with the 

daled kosot, �s this the case. 

To support his characterization of these three mitzyot Rav Moshe 
pointed out that these are the only mit'{!Jot which are introduced by the 

berachah: 

Furthe.rmore, these are the only mit{pot to which the term pirsUf!Jei nisa is 
applied.IO This obligation to "publicize the miracle" is an integral 

component of the physical mitzyah act. The pirmm ha-nes constitutes the 
ki:Jyum mat is �dispensable to the ma'aseb ha-tnitzyah. Thus, me Ba'alei 

Tosqfotwri.te.: 
:N;, n:uv m!:lom 

. l7.)i:'l 1:JY 1?•N11N:)7.� ?JK - P'1i1?J p,?1K N? ,Ki 

1n'N CN ?.1"1;)1 ,N11J 1n1' 1mt• N?ltl i'?J ;,'7•?:::� j?'71;,?1 1;"Ji''? lll'1 T111!J '"1:1 1?J1N 

JU'1nN "ll'lV 'liV?J N:11 p!:lo?J p•?1• 

'1:110 T1'J;'l 'lJ? N?N N1�'71 1J'? rN 1JN1 ,jt''?1' 'T11J unn7 l'N i11Wi :1N1l '"171 

.c·J�)?;) rp•71?J 

9 This berachah is most certainly r�cited when we perform the mi!zpol on Chanukah and 
Purim. Where, however, do we find this berachah in connection �-ith dakd /eo.soP. The 
answer is provided by the pi:Jyut for Shabbat ha-Gadol ("Eiokei ha-Pvtchot le-Chol Basar ... 'j 
that 'IX>aS written by R. Yosef Tov-Elem (Bonfils), an older contemporary of Rashi. In 
his description of the Seder he writes: 

- T"1SI (C'OJ ;-Jl1llli7=] Ol "VJ1X U'I'O ;ll.)n lUl'T'v 1=> 1MN1 ,1"i1 ?v 1"'1.:10 11ttn{1 

.l?tt l'itJJ'i '1K11 ,("1'W" 1'111:::1] ii'TlX::I 11t.>K7 1'1'lfl/7 

Thus, the "a.sher ge'alanu, ve-ga'af et avoteinu ... " which is .recited toward the end of "magid" 
constitutes the equivalent of "she-asah niJim .... " 

The pirsumei nisa dimension of HaUel at the Seder in conjunction with the daled ko.rot is so 
prominent that it can:ies over to the earlier .recitation that evaring of HaUel in the Bet 
ha-!Vnmef after M.a'ariv. See Be'urci ha..Cra (#21) to Omth Chqyyi111 671:7, aad R. 

Herschel Schachter, Neftsh ha-Rav, p. 222. 

to See Sha,bbat 23b-2% (ner Charmkah); Pesachim 112a (dakd koso�; Megillah 3b, 18a 
(M.egillat EstheY). ·The use of the term in Berachot 14a is, admittedly, somewhat 
problematic . 

.. 
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PESACH, SEF1RAT HA-OMER A..ND SHA VU'OT 

On the other hand, the Rashba maintained: 
·' 

:KJ n::nv n::>o?J '?Y N"::JlUi;"J •w,n 
KiiJ'l:l'? 1�7 .j?'1,1J v'''?iN N? 'N1 Nllll'!!i1 ,ji1llliT liJ ?li ;"J'?Jn!V 11.' \'l!lji1 'l:IJ 1\:11 
:1?'7:J '\rt1:!CIJW 7::> (N ,:J :17'l7.J) pn Ni11 ,p'717.J U'K ;"IT i1l1'V 11n:J P'71N N7 '1'1 

N7 'N 1:'1'7.J1 , 'N;"J '7l:J NO'l 'm01� N:J''?1 :1Jj?n::l :11�1.:1 ;"Jtli'� N?!V l\?K l17'?;"J ?:J itll:J 
'?"T .:n;, "�i17.J :l "::n . 'il:jl? ;nprt:J N?lU ;-n�m ;"!W131:J tbN 1'0�i'T N?1 i?'�on?:J P'171N 

.1'TI1,:17i'TJ 

,fln:J 1'ii'71ZJ!V 1??:-t nnn::I N'?x p110:1 liJ '7li ;,?:m10 19 1iiJN 1\71 MOln:J 101'�1 

NO' l 'IJ10i!l N::l'K. Ni'T1 ,Nl;"! i1'JIJT :TYiln i1ltltl '?J O'J:;i� rt':l:J l'ii'?17.Jil? 1'iV::l3.7 '?JN 

.n'D 0'11J1'S1:i omx? 

Rav ,..!\baron Soloveichik, in presenting his father's view, explained the 

machloket as follo�-s: 

The Rashba maintained that there are two, albeit distinct and separable, 

elements of the miizpah to light Chanukah candles: the physical act (the 

1na'aseh hadlakah) and the re-experiencing of history in order to publicize the 

miracle (pirsulllei nisa). They should ideally be realized simultaneously. If, 

however, the latter is not possible - such as when the one who lights the 

candles is alone on Chanukah without even family members to view them -

he should nonetheless light them. 

The Ba'a/ei Tostifot, on the other hand, feel that there is only one 

integrated fulfillment of the mitzyah; it comprises both the physical act 

(111a'aseh or pe'ulah) and, indispensably, the pirsum ha-ttes. Thus, if he is alone, 

and no one else will view the candles, he should not light them. 

The same analysis applies to Megillat Esther. The following excerpt from 

the Gemara is the critical passage: 
.n' :i'?'li'J 

'?JY1 O'tlllll: ;"11;"11 '1'1J - ?'iiJXp 'N� :111' N7 N;"!l - '1::>1 N'S' M'i1iVN :111Jllll0 T371'?:11 

m�IJ N'?N ?7.!�3.77' 'i'J ,O•::li'Ji;"l 'J::l O'Ji1110nNiT llN 1t)N :NJ':Ji ;,? rpprtiJ .f1Ni1 
.NO'l 'UlOi!ll ;'iN'iP rt1ll.) 'llJ 1\:J;"J - Ntl'l 'IJ101!l1 i1N'1j? 

'"'tlli 

;"!?J l'I?JlNl r�17.llllli1 TIN 1'7Ni!V , rl1?J1UiiV ilr.l 1'3711' l'Nfll '!:1 ?11 l")N - NO'J 'IJ10i!l1 
.1T1? l'l1'1ii.l1 ,OJ;"! il':1 1'N1 , 11;"1 :1"iv;"l N':-1 
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