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offer two answets:

—

“RABBI JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK.
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In vicw of this principle that women should be obligated to perform
mitzror, even mityyor she-ba-y'man gerama, which commemorate a historic
event in which they wete participants, we might now ask: should this not
serve as a basis of obligation for mifgyot other than the three mentioned by
R Yehoshua b. Levi? The Ba'ales Tosafor, in fact, ask just this question and

1"X3 — .79 Mo
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Some background information is in otder. Prima jacie, wemen should be

exempt from the mirguab of eating matzah on the night of the fifteenth of

! Nisan since it i8 a mufvat aseh she-ha-3'man gerama. However, the Gemara
i reports a waditon that links the mitquab of eating matzah with the
_' prohibition of eating chametg, to the effect that whoever ts subject to the

latter is also bound by the former:

AKX 2 - D'MOD

PP 199 DIRA RS DRI LMD Y27 5181 AYIRI MIANT WD TEYR 230 R
QP2 N LpAn PORN H22 MWW B3 — (319 027) "mEn 1Oy Sorn o nvaw
61737 2IOR 2192 MW Ly PORN 733 WM DRI W I A8 DIOR

5 It is approptiate o cite here the analogous wadition with regard to the miizeos of
Shabba, since it is the basis for the weekly obligation of women to fulill the mtgmar aszh

she-ba.z'man gerama Of 'Zachor ei yom ba~Shabbat le-kadsho":

(12 MW T0wm) 3 mMot2

1N 2T TN WATP2 MR DYW SIAAR T2 RIN 27 WK
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RABBI JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK

G.
The stage is now set for the chiddish of Rav Moshe Soloveichik, as reported
by both the Rav £#”/and Rav Aharon Soloveichik g2

Rav Moshe offered a third answer s the question of the Ba'a/# Tosafor in
Megillah 4a. The reason “af hen..” cannot replace “kol she-yeshno...” as the
basis for obligating women to eat matzah is a functon of the intrinsic nature
of “af hen.” It is based on the notion that whoever experienced the origjnal
miracle should acuvely share 1n its rivual re-creaton, 1t thus was intended to
thereby to publicize it (pszsum ha-nés), rather than merely to conunemorate
it.

In Chapter 3, we discussed the difference between mirquof in which the
ma’aseb (pe’xlab) is sufficient to attain the full &ywm, and mitgeer that require
for their £#yyum a dimension of emotional or intellectual experience beyond
the physical ma’aseh (pe'slah). We saw, for example:

12 7w wRn
YTIRDIW WK 37 R, TR IDD .RY® ~ 7¥m YOK WNID (IRMWT MARY 7Y Ww
o DR NITY RN TR T30 PR ...BV07D

The ingestion of maitgah per se, without any reference to a context outside
of that physical act, s sufficient to comply with the mitquab d'orzta of “ba-
erey tochly matzot® (Shemot 12:18). In the Rav’s formulation, the ma'aseh ba-
mitzvah and the Asyyum ha-mitzvah are one and the same.

This is so even though the mitguah to eat maigah is clearly intended to
evoke historic associations of the slavery in Egypt and of our subsequent

redempton.
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PESACH, SEFIR 4T HA-OMER AKD SHAVYY’OT

On the other hand, we indicated that dald £osot is,one of those mitgvor,
like shofar, in wh ch the physical act foust be accompanied by an experiential
componeat. Thus:

M7 DN0S

197 013 YA T3 13 XTI 77T 1013 VAR (ORI R AT 27 WK

... REY — IR 1123 RN ,RE — N ROW

XYY XD PTI YT LR YT IRDT WK XYY — N AW

~ w9
.TI013 AR AAww — KX 1T
I IS T PR Y0 — Y XY N e

It is not sufficient just to be mindful of the historic backdrop of this
mitgah as one petrforms it. The individval must expetience a sense of
freedom, must re-experience the release from bondage and the feeling of
ndependence in order to fully comply with the mitguab of daled kosot. The
ksyyum and the pirssom ba-nes are expressed through this experience.

Rav Moshe Soloveichik explained that this particular requirement of
pirsum ha-nes is true only of the three marzwot to which Chagal applied the
panciple of “af hen hayx be-oto ha-nes.”

1t is noteworthy in this coppecdon that Tesafos Swkkah 38a, which we
cated eatlier, d stinguishes Halle/ on Pesach at the Seder from Hallel on

Sukkot and Shavu’ot;
.2 51918 MooIn

DIWN XAV NIXYT 1Y M10T Y2 T8 IWRT 1RO YAWN ~ JWR) 12V OY OB
RO AT TR MEnY

,M010 "2 2T (AR 9T) 0OR0E I P92 ynwn s 59T DAY AUvR
017 P¥T 4097 Y2 "RW ,ITIRY 99 Q7Y M7 713 XOR MO 7 13PN K RoNom)
SR 017 5V RY 183 PR — 0T IR 1777 107 AR — K2

Our understanding of the second half of this Tosafot is enhanced greatly
by Rav Moshe’s insight. Every recitation of Halle/ throughout the year is,
after all, an expression of our gratitude and pra se for Ged’s miraculous
intervention in history on our behalf. The difference is that on Sukkot and
Sha uv'ot (as well as on Chanukah) we are mindful of the historic
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background that prompted its recitation; there is no expectation, however,
that we should try to re-experience the miracle and te thereby publicize it.
Only during the recitation of Halle/ at the Seder, in conjunction with the
daled kosot, is this the case.

To support his characterization of these three mirgos Rav Moshe
poinited out that these are the only migwet which are inttoduced by the

berachab:
9 TaT3 N O 1'MaARy oo nwYw

Furthermore, these are the only mz#gpes to which the term pirsumer nisa is
applied.?9 This obligation to “publicize the miracle” is an integral
component of the physical mzvab act. The pirmm ha-nes constituses the
kiyyum that is indispensable to the ma’aseh ha-mitvah. Thus, the Ba'sler

Tosafot wate:
X2 NI MooIN

DT Y 79O INON DaR — PR PO KD ORY

TR DR 21 ORTA AN AR ROV 70 5703 PRI Y T N9 2" IR
RITINR W 2WH RAT POOD P

A a0 a0 ROR ORI 0T TR ONRT LT nn vy PR AT ARt M
Q%98 PP

9 This berackah is most certainly recited when we perform the mitgrer on Chanulaeh and
Purim. Where, howevet, do we find this berachab in connection with daled &oso The
answet is provided by the piypt for Shabbat ha-Gadol (“Eloka ha-Rusbot le-Chot Basar...”)
that was wiitien by R. Yosef Tov-Elem (Bonfils), an oldet contemporary of Rashi. In
his descripdon of the Seder he wotes:

~ 73 (or0d AEyw=] 01 R W 1PN YITP T WHH LN Y T v
R0 W, [0 Jin2) TR MRS PINY

Thus, the “asher ge'alann, ve-ga'al et avorinu...” which is recited towatd the end of “magid”
constitutes the equivalent of “she-asah nisim....”

The pirsumes #isa dimension of Halle/ at the Seder in conjunction with the dalkd kosot is so
prominent that it carries over to the earlier recitation that evening of Hale/ in the Bet
ba-Kengsset after Ma'ariv. See Be'wret ha-Gra (#21) to Orach Chayyimm 671:7, and R
Hetschel Schachter, Nefesh ha-Rav, p. 222,

W See Shabbar 23b-24a (ner Chanukabh); Pesachim 112a (dated kosor); Megillab 3b, 18a
(Megillsr Esther). The use of the term in Berachos 14a is, admittedly, somewhat
problematic.

79




PESACH, SEFIRAT HA-OMER AND SHAVU'OT

2

[}
:XD NIW No0n 9y &"3wm Wit
R17 187 2977 PY7TXR XY XT RIS L0000 11 AT avonw wﬁ‘unm M RM
1992 MW 9 (X ,2 7970) [N RAT LRI WK AT T TN PR XD KT
X2 R NI, R UND RO M0N0 XD AIpN3 M¥n Awy X9w ®IK 7970 90 w2

5™ 29 T 3" LMad PR3 RIW MR ARWD XX T09A R YT PR
Jmohaa

On the other hand, the Rashba maintained:

P2 PRI Y T ROR W0 0 20 1530w 7Y MR KPT Na0IN2 W

RO DWID R XTT ,R7 730 Iy Ay 9O 0799 0722 PRt YUY Yax
29 DTOYE oMRD

Rav Aharon Soloveichik, in presentng his father’s view, explained the
machlokst as follows:

The Rashba maintained that thete are two, albeit distinct and sepatable,
elements of the mirgpah to light Chanukah candles: the physical act (the
maaseh hadlakah) and the re-enperiencing of history in order to publicize the
miracle (pirsrnei nésa). They should ideally be realized simultaneously. If,
however, the latter is not possible — such as when the one who lights the
candles is alone onn Chanukah without even family members to view them —
he should nonetheless light them.

The Ba'alei Tosafst, on the other hand, feel that there is only one
integrated ful€llinent of the mixwah; it comprises both the physical act
(ma'aseb ot pe’nlab) and, indispensably, the pirsum ha-wes. Thus, if he is alone,
and no one else will view the candles, he should not light them.

The same analysis applies to Megillat Esther. The following excerpt from

the Gemara is the critical passage:
Rsulvadte
MY WWIN TTT OT — PWRD XX YT RT N — 121 RY TNYR Ynow 1vm
" man xox NPT oD OB 012 DNWART 12X R RPI N7 P PND
RO M09 AN MEA B3 RIT — XI7 MDD ARMp
i’uﬂ

-

T TR PYWR IR PYXW 1V An PYTY PRE 09 9 AKX — KD 910993
39 TYOTIN 037 AT TR, W IR RO

. [
N
s




	rav-berzon-jan-09-19
	rav-berzon-jan-09-19-2

